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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see page 8, lines 12-25, filed 1 1/6/2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-22 under 35 USC 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of newly found prior art as discussed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sugawara et al. 
(US PG Pub No. 2002/0019848). 

Regarding claim 1, Sugawara' 848 teaches an e-mail facsimile machine (Internet facsimile 
apparatus, paragraph 0038) connected to an e-mail server (number 1-12, Fig. 1, mail server, 
paragraph 0050) to send and to receive a scanned document (read image, paragraph 51) using an 
e-mail (read image sent by an E-mail, paragraph 51), comprising: a mail sending unit (number 1- 
5-2, Fig. 1, programs for controlling transmission of email, paragraph 0044) to convert the 
scanned document image to an e-mail format and to. send the scanned document using the e-mail 
(an image of an original to be sent is read by the image reader 1-3, and the email accompanied by 
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the read image is sent by an email transmissions control program, paragraph 0051) to the e-mail 
server (SI 702, Fig. 17); a post-processing operation adding unit (number 1-2, Fig. 1, inputting 
operation, paragraph 0041) to add a post-processing operation to the e-mail to be sent (the setting 
about whether the MDN is performed or not has been made by the user through the FAX 
operation unit 1-2, paragraph 0078, MDN is being viewed as the post processing); a mail 
receiving unit (number 1-5-2, Fig. 1, programs for controlling reception of email, paragraph 
0044) to receive an e-mail from the e-mail server (receiving process to the mail server, paragraph 
0199 ); and a post-processing operation implementing unit (number 1-2, Fig. 1) to check whether 
there is a post- processing operation designated in the received e-mail (S4-3, Fig. 4; checking 
whether the mail header accompanied by the MDN request header is ON or not, paragraph 137) 
and to implement the post-processing operation as designated (S4-5, Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 2, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the post-processing operation adding unit 
uses a non-standard header (MDN request header, paragraph 0077) to add the post-processing 
operation to the e-mail to be sent (S3-4, Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 3, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the post-processing operation implementing 
unit checks whether there is a post-processing operation designated in the non-standard header of 
the received e-mail (updated on the basis of the contents of the header of disposition, paragraph 
0107). 
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Regarding claim 4, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the post-processing operation is to delete the 
received e-mail located at the e-mail server (deleted, paragraph 0111). 

Regarding claim 5, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the post-processing operation is to forward 
the received e-mail to another e-mail address (transfer, paragraph 0111). 

Regarding claim 6, Sugawara'848 teaches an e-mail facsimile post-processing method to add a 
post-processing operation to an e-mail to be sent using an e-mail facsimile machine (Internet 
facsimile apparatus, paragraph 0038) connected to an e-mail server (number 1-12, Fig. 1, mail 
server, paragraph 0050), comprising: selecting an e-mail sending menu (programs for controlling 
transmission of the email, paragraph 0044, communication management information is formed 
each time the transmission by email are executed, paragraph 0058) and inputting address 
information of the e-mail to be sent (communication management information is formed each 
time the transmission by email are executed, paragraph 0058, further, information email address 
of the receiver is stored in the information); selecting a post-processing operation of the e-mail to 
be sent (MDN status of the transmitted email is stored, paragraph 0068); inputting information 
needed for the selected post-processing operation (parameters according to the processes of the 
email on the reception side are set into the disposition header, paragraph 0112); and sending the 
e-mail to the e-mail server (SI 702, Fig. 17). 
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Regarding claim 7, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the post-processing operation information 
inputted is recorded on a non-standard header of the e-mail to be sent (updated on the basis of the 
contents of the header of disposition, paragraph 0107). 

Regarding claim 8, Sugawara'848 teaches an e-mail facsimile post-processing method using an 
e-mail facsimile machine (Internet facsimile apparatus, paragraph 0038) connected to an e-mail 
server (number 1-12, Fig. 1, mail server, paragraph 0050), comprising: receiving an e-mail from 
the e : mail server (SI 707, Fig. 17, receiving process to the mail server, paragraph 0199 ); 
checking whether there is a post-processing operation designated in the received e-mail (SI 710, 
Fig. 17) via an e-mail facsimile machine (Internet facsimile apparatus, paragraph 0038) 
connected to the e-mail server (number 1-12, Fig. 1, mail server, paragraph 0050); memorizing 
the post-processing operation (information indicative of a communication result is stored, 
paragraph 0068); printing out contents of the e-mail (printing, paragraph 01 1 1); and 
. implementing the memorized post-processing operation (processed, paragraph 0111). 

Regarding claim 9, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the post-processing operation checking 
operation checks a non-standard header of the received e-mail (SI 71 1, Fig. 17). 

Regarding claim 10, Sugawara'848 teaches the e-mail facsimile post-processing method as 
claimed in claim 8, wherein a sender is allowed to perform the post-processing operation (SI 71 1, 
Fig 17, in addition processed, paragraph 01 1 1) to the e-mail after the e- mail has been received 
and stored by the e-mail server of a receiver (SI 702 and SI 707, Fig 17). 
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Regarding claim 1 1, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the post-processing operation adding unit 
allows a sender to perform a post-processing operation (SI 71 1, Fig 17, in addition processed, 
paragraph 01 1 1) to the e-mail after the e-mail has been received and stored by the e-mail server 
of a receiver (S 1 702 and S 1 707, Fig 17). 

Regarding claim 12, Sugawara'848 teaches an e-mail facsimile machine (Internet facsimile 
apparatus, paragraph 0038) connected to an e-mail server (number 1-12, Fig. 1, mail server, 
paragraph 0050), comprising: a mail sending unit (number 1-5-2, Fig. 1,. programs for controlling 
transmission of email, paragraph 0044) to scan a document to convert the document to an e-mail 
(an image of an original to be sent is read by the image reader 1-3, and the email accompanied by 
the read image is sent by an email transmissions control program, paragraph 0051) and to allow 
addition of a specific post-processing operation to the e-mail to be sent by a sender (the setting 
about whether the MDN is performed or not has been made by the user through the FAX 
operation unit 1-2, paragraph 0078, MDN is being viewed as the post processing); and a mail 
receiving unit that receives e-mails received by the e-mail server (number 1-5-2, Fig. 1, 
programs for controlling reception of email, paragraph 0044) to print out the contents of the e- 
mail and perform the post-processing operation (printing and processed, paragraph 0111). 

Regarding claim 13, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the mail sending unit (number 1-5-2, Fig. 1, 
programs for controlling transmission of email, paragraph 0044) further comprises: a post- 
processing operation adding portion to add the specific post-processing operation to the e-mail to 
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be sent by the sender (the setting about whether the MDN is performed or not has been made by 
the user through the FAX operation unit 1-2, paragraph 0078, MDN is being viewed as the post 
processing); and a scanning portion to read a document to be sent and to create an image data (an 
image of an original to be sent is read by the image reader 1-3, and the email accompanied by the 
read image is sent by an email transmissions control program, paragraph 0051). 

Regarding claim 14, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the mail sending unit prepares the e-mail 
using the image data created (an image of an original to be sent is read by the image reader 1-3, 
and the email accompanied by the read image is sent by an email transmissions control program, 
paragraph 0051), and e-mail addresses input by the sender (communication management 
information is formed each time the transmission by email are executed, paragraph 0058, further, 
information email address of the receiver is stored in the information). 

Regarding claim 15, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the post-processing operation adding portion 
adds the post-processing operation by recording a command (MDN status of the transmitted 
email is stored, paragraph 0068) to implement the specific post-processing operation on a non- 
standard header of an e-mail header (parameters according to the processes of the email on the 
reception side are set into the disposition header, paragraph 0112); 

Regarding claim 16, Sugawara'848 teaches further comprising a display unit (LCD, paragraph 
0041) and wherein an input portion is attached to the display unit (key panel for inputting, 
paragraph 0041), the attachment of the input portion to the display unit allowing a user to enter 
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information (enables the inputting operation, paragraph 0041). 

Regarding claim 17, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein the mail receiving unit further comprises: a 
post-processing operation implementing portion to determine whether the post- processing 
operation is recorded on a non-standard header of a received e-mail (SI 710, Fig. 17); and a 
printing (printing, paragraph 0111) portion to print out contents of the e-mail received via the e- 
mail receiving unit (S 1 7 1 1 , Fig. 1 7). 

Regarding claim 18, Sugawara'848 teaches wherein upon determining that the post-processing 
operation is recorded (SI 710, Fig. 17), the post-processing operation implementing portion 
processes (SI 71 1, Fig. 17) the e-mail stored in the e-mail server (S1702,S1707, Fig. 17) 
according to the content of the e-mail (processed, paragraph 0111). 

Regarding claim 19, Sugawara'848 teaches a method of post-processing an e-mail facsimile, 
comprising: selecting a post-processing operation of an e-mail to be sent (the setting about 
whether the MDN is performed or not has been made by the user through the FAX operation unit 
1-2, paragraph 0078, MDN is being viewed as the post processing); recording a command in 
response to the selection of the post-processing operation on a non-standard header of the e-mail 
(parameters according to the processes of the email on the reception side are set into the 
disposition header, paragraph 0112); scanning a document (read by image reader, paragraph 
0051); incorporating the command, the scanned document, and the non-standard header (data 
construction of the communication management information, Fig. 2, in addition, paragraph 
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0058); sending the e-mail to an e-mail server (SI 702 , Fig. 17); setting a post-processing flag 
(MDN Request ON, paragraph 0070) and storing the post-processing information via a post 
processing operation implementing unit(MDN status of the transmitted email is stored, paragraph 
0068); and implementing the post-processing operation by checking the post-processing flag 
(parameters according to the processes of the email on the reception side are set into the 
disposition header, paragraph 0112). 

Regarding claim 20, Sugawara'848 teaches a method of post-processing an e-mail facsimile, 
comprising: determining whether a post processing operation exists (SI 710, Fig. 17) in a 
received e-mail by checking a non-standard header of an e-mail (parameters according to the 
processes of the email on the reception side are set into the disposition header, paragraph 0112); 
setting a post-processing flag (MDN Request ON, paragraph 0070) and storing the post- 
processing information (MDN status of the transmitted email is stored, paragraph 0068); and 
implementing the post-processing operation by checking the post-processing flag (SI 710, Yes if 
MDN On, toS1711,Fig. 17). 

Regarding claim 21, Sugawara'848 teaches a mail receiving unit in an e-mail facsimile machine 
(Internet facsimile apparatus, paragraph 0038), comprising: 

a post-processing operation implementing portion to determine whether a post processing 
operation is recorded on a non-standard header of a received e-mail (SI 710, Fig. 17); and 
a printing (printing, paragraph 0111) portion to print out contents of the e-mail received (SI 71 1, 
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Fig. 17). 

Regarding claim 22, Sugawara'848 teaches a mail sending unit in an e-mail facsimile machine 
(Internet facsimile apparatus, paragraph 0038), comprising: a post-processing operation adding 
portion to add the specific post-processing operation to an e-mail to be sent (the setting about 
whether the MDN is performed or not has been made by the user through the FAX operation unit 
1-2, paragraph 0078, MDN is being viewed as the post processing); and a scanning portion to 
read a document to be sent and to create an image data (read by image reader and the email 
accompanied by the read image is sent, paragraph 0051). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lawrence E. Wills whose telephone number is 571-270-3145. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on 571-272-73 14. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR . 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



LEW 

January 24, 2008 




